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ATAR COURSES – OVERVIEW 

 
 
ATAR courses are examined externally for the purposes of university entrance and 
ideally suited to students achieving the majority A and B grades in their Year 10 
subjects. Each subject in Year 11 is the counterpart of a subject in Year 12 and is 
normally studied as a prelude to the Year 12 course - for example Year 11 ATAR 
Geography is followed by Year 12 ATAR Geography.  
 
Examinations occur each semester in Years 11 & 12 and count towards final Grades. 
External examinations occur at the end of Year 12 and are held in November. Specific 
dates for each year are available from the School Curriculum and Standards Authority 
website - www.curriculum.wa.edu.au/ in late July. 
 
It is recommended that students aiming for university entrance study a minimum of 
five ATAR Courses in Year 11 and five ATAR Courses in Year 12.  
 
It is highly recommended that students select 5 ATAR courses and 1 
GENERAL or CERTIFICATE course. 
 
Students wanting to enrol in an ATAR Pathway should have successfully completed 
the Online Literacy & Numeracy Assessment (OLNA) in Year 10 or have prequalified 
by achieving Band 8 or higher in their Year 9 NAPLAN tests.  
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HUMANITIES 

 
 

 

ATAR ENGLISH 
 

 
What is ATAR English all about? 
The English ATAR course focuses on developing students’ analytical, creative, and 
critical thinking and communication skills in all language modes, through the use of 
texts from their contemporary world, with texts from the past and with texts from 
Australian and other cultures. Through close study and wide reading, viewing and 
listening, students develop the ability to analyse and evaluate texts and enjoy 
creating their own imaginative, interpretive, persuasive and analytical responses. 
Students will also learn to speak and write fluently in a range of contexts improving 
their oral communication skills through discussion, debate and argument, in a range 
of formal and informal situations. 
 
Who should select these units in Year 11? 
Students who are hoping to gain entrance into University are required to complete an 
ATAR English course.  

Students wanting to select ATAR English will need to have successfully passed the 
Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment (OLNA) in Year 10 or prequalified by 
achieving Band 8 or higher in the Year 9 NAPLAN. 

Pathway 
Students who are planning to go to University will continue the ATAR English Units 3 
and 4 in Year 12. A passing grade in this course is a requirement to obtain an ATAR.  

Areas of Study 

UNIT 1 – Language, culture and 
meaning 

 Relationships between language, 
text, context and meaning 

 Conventions and structures of 
various written and visual texts 

 Investigate and evaluate how 
responses to text are influenced 

 Creation of a range of different 
texts 
 

UNIT 2 – Ideas, values and attitudes 
in texts 

 Representation of ideas, values 
and attitudes in texts 

 Comparisons between 
representations in multimodal 
texts 

 Analyse and evaluate variance of 
responses to texts 

 Creation of a range of texts 

 
To provide for different learning styles a variety of assessment tasks are used.  
For each course of study tasks are selected from: 

 Responding – analytical essays, oral productions, reviews, feature articles 
and other expository texts, film, discussion 

 Composing – imaginative, interpretive and persuasive texts in a range of 
modes such as; short stories, poetry, letters, diary entries, oral production, 
film 

 Examination – both analytical and creative responses will be assessed in an 
examination at the end of each unit 
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ATAR ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE/DIALECT 
 

 
What is ATAR English as an Additional Language/Dialect all about? 
Learning how in and through the English language texts (novels, short stories, film) 
influences your and others’ point of view about how cultures vary and the choices 
people make to adapt to those cultures that are different to their own. 

 Who should select these units in Year 11? 

 Students who select this course have not studied English as first language. 

 Students who have migrated to Australia and did not arrive more than seven 
years ago.  

 Students who wish to pursue university entrance exams with a view to further 
study.   

Students wanting to select ATAR English as an Additional Language/Dialect will 
need to have successfully passed the Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment 
(OLNA) in Year 10 or prequalified by achieving Band 8 or higher in the Year 9 
NAPLAN. 

Pathway 
On completion of Units 1 and 2, there is logical progression of moving into Units 3 
and 4 in Year 12, with a view to completing the WACE examination for entrance to 
university. 

Areas of Study  

UNIT 1 – Ways of Life 

 Attitudes towards work and 

study: the importance placed on 

work or further study; cultural and 

gender preferences in relation to 

certain vocations 

 Attitudes towards leisure and 

entertainment: the importance of 

music to a cultural way of life; 

story telling through art and 

music, dance and art forms  

 

UNIT 2 – Making Choices 

 Choices in relation to 

contemporary social and ethical 

issues: the impact of modern 

science and information 

communication technologies; the 

impact of personal and health 

choices; work-life balance  

 Choices in relation to global 

issues: migration; human rights; 

sharing research; international 

aid 

 
 

To provide for different learning styles a variety of assessment tasks are used.  
For each course of study tasks are selected from: 

 Fiction and non-fiction – novels, short stories assessed through contextual 
questions, essays 

 Media texts – newspaper articles, magazine articles, editorials, 
advertisements, autobiographies assessed through feature articles and letters 
to the editor 

 Visual texts – photographs, diagrams, charts, graphs, tables, cartoons, 
pictures assessed through synthesis of texts 

 Written or spoken texts – dialogues, speeches, monologues, and 
conversations assessed through oral presentations 
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ATAR LITERATURE 
 

 

What is ATAR Literature all about? 
Across the two units, it is expected that students develop a more sophisticated 
understanding of the elements of literary study.  They are also expected to respond 
to texts of increasing complexity and explore how our response to literary texts results 
from relationships between writer, reader, text and context.  They do close textual 
analysis of literary texts and develop their understandings of the historical and cultural 
contexts of the writer, the text and the reader.  In these units, students explore how 
language works in literary texts and how readers are positioned.  

Students consider how texts are structured according to genre and how the readers’ 
expectations about genre influence their response to texts.  They are also expected 
to consider others’ readings of texts, including those of professional reviewers or 
critics.  Students are required to use their experience of literature and their own 
experience and values to create their own literature. 

Who should select these units in Year 11? 
Students who enjoy reading and writing, have strong analytical skills and are 
achieving an A or B grade in Year 10 English. 

Students wanting to select ATAR Unit 1 Literature will need to have successfully 
passed the Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment (OLNA) in Year 10 or 
prequalified by achieving Band 8 or higher in the Year 9 NAPLAN. 

Pathway 
Upon successful completion of these units, students would progress to ATAR 
Literature in Year 12. 

Areas of Study  
 
UNIT 1 - Prose Fiction, drama and 
poetry  

 Examine reader response to 
texts 

 Develop knowledge of literary 
conventions and close textual 
analysis 

 Examine the importance of 
contextual information 

 Produce creative responses 

 
 
UNIT 2 - Prose Fiction, drama and 
poetry  

 Develop understanding of 
intertextuality, the ways texts 
connect with each other 

 Explore different ideas, language 
and structure of texts 

 Experiment with text structures 
and language features 
 

 

To provide for different learning styles a variety of assessment tasks are used.  
For each course of study tasks are selected from: 

 Extended written responses 

 Short written responses 

 Creative production of a literary text 

 Oral presentations 

 Examination 
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ATAR MEDIA PRODUCTION & ANALYSIS 
 

 
What is ATAR Media Production and Analysis all about? 
ATAR Media Production and Analysis is about the critical analysis and creation of 

modern media forms. This involves identifying what is meant by ‘popular’ culture and 

looking at the types of media, ideas and audiences from which popular culture 

evolve. Students will learn about the news media industry and the role journalism 

plays in our fast changing society. Students view, listen to and analyse a range of 

different media forms for the duration of the course. They also create their own 

media productions, following the process of developing their own ideas and learning 

and applying technical skills to their own productions. Students are encouraged to 

explore and interpret their world and reflect and analyse contemporary life while 

understanding the effect of social, cultural and economic contexts on media texts. 

Who should select these units in Year 11? 
While students do not need a background in Media, it is advisable that they have 
achieved solid marks in English, as there is a strong written component to this 
course. 
Students wanting to select ATAR Media Production and Analysis will need to have 
successfully passed the Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment (OLNA) in Year 
10 or prequalified by achieving Band 8 or higher in the Year 9 NAPLAN.  

Pathway 
Students will have the option of continuing with ATAR Media Production and 
Analysis in Year 12, where their marks and production work can contribute towards 
their ATAR. Although not a pre-requisite for some courses, successful completion of 
Media Production and Analysis is highly desirable for students wishing to study Film 
and TV or Creative Industries in tertiary study. Work may also be used for portfolio 
entry to TAFE or SAE. 

Areas of Study 

UNIT 1 – Popular Culture 

 Audiences and Representation 

 Context, Values and Attitudes 

 Cinematic conventions and 
genre 

 Productions tasks 

UNIT 2 – Journalism 

 Point of View, Selection & 
Omission 

 Documentary Conventions 

 Non-fiction Narratives 

 Podcast Conventions 
 

To provide for different learning styles a variety of assessment tasks are used.  
For each course of study tasks are selected from: 

 Film Trailers 

 Documentary Film 

 Advertising 

 Written Responses 

 Poster/ Graphic Work 

 Film Editing and Special Effects 
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ATAR GEOGRAPHY 
 

 
What is ATAR Geography all about? 
Geography is more than just capital cities and continents. There has never been a 
better or more important time to study geography. Whatever your passion for the 
world, geography will provide you with the knowledge to understand how patterns of 
human and physical features differ from place to place across the earth. This course 
will explore these global patterns through a study of natural and ecological hazards 
and sustainable resource use. 
 
Who should select these units in Year 11? 
Students with an interest in learning about people, places the environment and who 
intend on going to University. 
 
Students wanting to select ATAR Geography will need to have successfully passed 
the Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment (OLNA) in Year 10 or prequalified by 
achieving Band 8 or higher in the Year 9 NAPLAN. 
 
Pathway 
Upon successful completion of these units, students would progress to ATAR 
Geography Unit 3 – Global environmental change and Unit 4 -Planning sustainable 
places, in Year 12. 
 

Areas of Study  
 
UNIT 1 – Natural and ecological 
hazards 

 Natural hazards- earthquakes 
and tsunamis 

 Ecological hazards- 
infectious/animal transmitted 
diseases 

 Geographical skills 

UNIT 2 – Global networks and 
interconnections 

 Globalisation- producing and 
consuming food 

 Globalisation –adoption and 
adaption of fashion and music 

 Sustainable development 

 Geographical skills 
 
To provide for different learning styles a variety of assessment tasks are used.  
For each course of study tasks are selected from: 

 Geographical inquiry 

 Fieldwork/practical skills 

 Short and extended responses 

 Examination 
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ATAR MODERN HISTORY 
 

 
What is ATAR Modern History all about? 
Modern History is a fascinating course that explores some of the major events in 
world history. You will find the answers to questions such as: How did an isolated 
country like America come through two world wars and a great depression to 
become an economic powerhouse?  How could people legally vote for a man like 
Adolf Hitler to rule them?  Why did the Holocaust happen and why were the Jewish 
people targeted? There will be a major focus on key people and ideas significant in 
America and Germany during the 20th Century. 
 
Who should select these units in Year 11? 
This course would be useful for students who enjoy learning about the past and are 
thinking of pursuing a career in the areas of research, teaching, journalism or 
government. 
 
Students wanting to select ATAR Modern History will need to have successfully 
passed the Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment (OLNA) in Year 10 or 
prequalified by achieving Band 8 or higher in the Year 9 NAPLAN. 
 
Pathway 
This course will lead to the study of the modern world since 1945 in Units 3 and 4 in 
Year 12 and possible University entrance. 
 

Areas of Study 
 
UNIT 1 – Understanding the modern 
world  

 USA and the capitalist 
experience  

 Economic boom of the 1920s. 

 Impact of WW1 and WW2 on 
America. 

 The Great Depression. 
 

UNIT 2 – Movements for change in 
the 20th century  

 Nazism in Germany 

 Nature and key aspects of the 
Nazi state – Hitler’s control over 
society. 

 War, the persecution of the 
Jewish people and the 
Holocaust. 
 

 
To provide for different learning styles a variety of assessment tasks are used.  
For each course of study tasks are selected from: 

 Historical Inquiry 

 Source Analysis 

 Short Answer test 

 Essay 

 Examination 
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ATAR POLITICS AND LAW 
 

 
What is ATAR Politics and Law all about? 
Have you ever watched the news and wondered what all those politicians were 
arguing about in Parliament? Or how juries arrive at their verdicts during criminal 
trials? Then this course is for you! Politics and Law explores the processes and 
procedures under which our nation is governed. You will learn about how laws are 
made in our Parliament and then applied in our courts and engage in activities such 
as mock Parliament’s, trials and trips to the local courthouse. 
 
Who should select these units in Year 11? 
This course would be useful for students who are thinking about pursuing a career in 

law, political advocacy, public administration, community development, teaching, 
journalism, human resource management, government and commerce. 
 
Students wanting to select ATAR Politics and Law will need to have successfully 
passed the Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment (OLNA) in Year 10 or 
prequalified by achieving Band 8 or higher in the Year 9 NAPLAN. 
 
Pathway 
This course will lead to the study of political and legal power and authority in Units 3 
and 4 in Year 12 and possible University entrance. 
 

Areas of Study 
 
UNIT 1 – Democracy and the rule of 
law 

 Types of Democracy 

 Non-democratic systems of 
Government 

 Separation of power 

 International influences on 
Australia’s system of 
Government 

 Key processes of civil and 
criminal trials 

UNIT 2 – Representation and Justice 

 Elections and electoral systems 
used in Australia 

 Models of representation 

 Effectiveness of the justice 
system 

 The jury system 
 

 
To provide for different learning styles a variety of assessment tasks are used.  
For each course of study tasks are selected from: 

 Research investigation 

 Essays 

 Topic test 

 Source analysis 

 Examination 
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ATAR PSYCHOLOGY 
 

 
What is ATAR Psychology all about? 
Psychology is the scientific study of human behaviour. It aims to answer important 
questions such as what motivates behaviour and which factors influence people’s 
development.  
Whilst there are other disciplines that also aim to understand human behaviour, 
psychology uses the scientific method. This allows for exploration into the 
complexities of human behaviour based on scientific evidence.  
 
Who should select these units in Year 11? 
A student would need to have a genuine interest in brain anatomy, and human 
behaviour and a willingness to use statistics to analyse data. 
 
It is recommended that students have achieved at least a C grade in year 10 
science. 
 
Students wanting to select ATAR Psychology will need to have successfully passed 
the Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment (OLNA) in Year 10 or prequalified by 
achieving Band 8 or higher in the Year 9 NAPLAN. Students should also be 
competent in writing English essays. 
 
Pathway 
This course will lead to ATAR Psychology Units 3 and 4 in Year 12.  
 

Areas of Study 
 
UNIT 1 – Self and others 

 Brain anatomy 

 Intelligence 

 Relationships 

 Communication 

 Research methods 

UNIT 2 – Self and others 

 Human development 

 Personality 

 Social psychology 

 Prejudice 

 Cultural values 

 Research methods 

To provide for different learning styles a variety of assessment tasks are used.  
For each course of study tasks are selected from: 

 Tests 

 Research reports 

 Exams 

 Scientific reports 

 Projects such as posters 
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MATHEMATICS, SCIENCE & INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
 

 
 

ATAR MATHEMATICS APPLICATIONS 
 

 
What is ATAR Mathematics Applications all about? 
Mathematics Applications is an ATAR course which provides opportunities for 
students to develop systematic strategies and use mathematics effectively, efficiently 
and critically to make informed decisions in their daily lives. 
Applications provides students with the mathematical knowledge, skills and 
understanding to solve problems in real contexts, in a range of workplace, personal, 
further learning and community settings. 
 
 
Who should select these units in Year 11? 
This course is designed for students who have a wide range of educational and 
employment aspirations including continuing studies at university or TAFE. 
 
It is recommended that students have achieved a B or C grade in year 10 
mathematics. 
 
Students wanting to select ATAR Mathematics Applications will need to have 
successfully passed the Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment (OLNA) in Year 
10 or prequalified by achieving Band 8 or higher in the Year 9 NAPLAN. 
 
Pathway 
This course leads into Mathematics Applications units 3 and 4. 
 

Areas of Study 
 
UNIT 1 - Title 

 Consumer arithmetic 

 Rate and percentage change 

 Earning and managing money 

 Using spreadsheets 

 Algebra and matrices 

 Similarity of shapes 

 Simple and compound geometric 
shapes 

UNIT 2 - Title 

 Univariate data 

 Statistical investigations 

 Applications of trigonometry 

 Elevation, depression and 
bearings in navigation 

 Linear equations 

 Graphing 
 

 
To provide for different learning styles a variety of assessment tasks are used.  
For each course of study tasks are selected from: 
 

 Response (tests) 

 Investigations 

 Examinations 
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ATAR MATHEMATICS METHODS 
 

 
What is ATAR Mathematics Methods all about? 
Mathematics Methods is an ATAR course which focuses on the use of calculus and 
statistical analysis. The study of calculus provides a basis for understanding rates of 
change in the physical world and includes use of functions, their derivatives and 
integrals in modelling physical processes. The study of statistics develops students’ 
ability to describe and analyse phenomena that involve uncertainty and variation.  
 
Who should select these units in Year 11? 
Students wanting to select Mathematics Methods will need to have successfully 
passed the Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment (OLNA) in Year 10 or 
prequalified by achieving Band 8 or higher in the Year 9 NAPLAN. 
 
Recommended that students have achieved an A or high B grade in Year 10 
Mathematics. 
 
You should select this course  

 If you want to use Mathematics Methods as a University entrance course. 

 IF Mathematical Methods is a prerequisite for a course you wish to study at 
university.  

 If your future pathways may involve mathematics and statistics and their 
applications in a range of disciplines at the tertiary level. 

 
Pathway 
This course leads into Mathematics Methods units 3 and 4. 
 

Areas of Study 
 
Unit 1 - Involves key concepts of a function and its graph. It includes the study of 
probability and statistics with the introduction of conditional probability and 
independence. Students will examine the study of trigonometric functions beginning 
with the unit circle and the trigonometry of triangles and its applications, degrees and 
radians.  
 
Unit 2 - Introduces exponential functions and their properties and graphs. Arithmetic 
and geometric sequences are examined with recursive definitions applied. Rates and 
average rates of change are introduced followed by the concept of derivative as 
instantaneous rate of change. This first calculus topic concludes with derivatives of 
polynomial functions, sketching and calculating slopes and equations of tangents 
determine velocities and solve optimisation problems.  
 
To provide for different learning styles a variety of assessment tasks are used.  
For each course of study tasks are selected from: 

 Response (tests) 

 Investigations 

 Examinations 
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ATAR MATHEMATICS SPECIALIST 
 

 
What is ATAR Mathematics Specialist all about? 
Mathematics specialist is an ATAR course which must be selected in conjunction 
with Mathematical Methods. The Specialist course provides opportunities beyond 
those presented in Methods course, to develop rigorous mathematical arguments 
and proofs, and to use mathematical models more extensively.  
The course contains topics in functions and calculus that build on and deepen the 
ideas presented in Methods course. The Specialist course extends understanding of 
statistics and introduces the topics of vectors, complex numbers and matrices.  
 
Who should select these units in Year 11? 
Students wanting to select Mathematics Specialist will need to have successfully 
passed the Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment (OLNA) in Year 10 or 
prequalified by achieving Band 8 or higher in the Year 9 NAPLAN. 
 
Recommended that students have achieved an A Year 10 Mathematics and have 
considerable algebraic understanding and skills. 
 
You should select this course  

 You want to use Mathematics Specialist as a University entrance course. 

 Mathematics Specialist is a prerequisite for a course you wish to study at 
university 

 If you have a strong interest in mathematics, including those intending to 
study mathematics, statistics, all sciences and associated fields, economics or 
engineering at university. 

 
Pathway 
This course leads into Mathematics Specialist units 3 and 4. 
 

Areas of Study 
 
Unit 1 - Involves developing mathematical arguments, Euclidean Geometry, vectors 
and complex numbers. The topic Combinatorics provides techniques that are useful 
in many areas of mathematics, including probability and algebra. The topic Vectors 
in the Plane provides perspectives on working in two dimensions.  
 
Unit 2 - Matrices provide new perspectives in two-dimensional space and Real and 
Complex Numbers provides a continuation of the study of numbers. The topic 
Trigonometry contains techniques used in Methods. All topics develop students’ 
abilities to construct mathematical arguments. The technique of proof by the principle 
of mathematical induction is introduced.  
 
To provide for different learning styles a variety of assessment tasks are used.  
For each course of study tasks are selected from: 

 Response (tests) 

 Investigations 

 Examinations 
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ATAR BIOLOGY 
 

 
What is ATAR Biology all about? 
This course allows students to see the interactions of biological systems; from 
cellular processes through to ecosystem dynamics. Students are able to appreciate 
the delicate balance of varying factors within the biosphere and how biological 
continuity changes over time. The interconnectedness of an ecosystem is explored 
by understanding how energy flows and interacts at every level. Classification, 
adaptations, structure and function are used to examine the biodiversity of an area, 
particularly in Australia. Fieldwork and biology skills are developed to investigate the 
effects of certain biotic and abiotic factors on an ecosystem; including human 
activity, natural phenomena and sustainability and conservation practices.  
 
Who should select these units in Year 11? 
For those who wish to understand the ecological world around them and the effects 
humans and other processes have on the health of the environment.  
 
It is recommended that students wanting to select ATAR Biology to have 
successfully passed the Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment (OLNA) in Year 
10 or prequalified by achieving Band 8 or higher in the Year 9 NAPLAN. 
 
Pathway 
Students will be able to further their knowledge by completing Biology in Year 12. 
They can use the skills gained to work towards a range of careers including 
medical, veterinary, food and marine sciences, agriculture, biotechnology,  
Environmental rehabilitation, biosecurity, quarantine, conservation, land 
management, parks and recreation, eco‐tourism, horticulture and landscaping.  
 

Areas of Study 
 
UNIT 1 – Ecosystems and 
Biodiversity 
Students investigate and describe a 
number of diverse ecosystems, 
exploring the range of biotic and abiotic 
components to understand the 
dynamics, diversity and underlying unity 
of these systems. 

 

UNIT 2 – From Single Cells to 
Multicellular Organisms 
Students examine inputs and outputs of 
cells to develop an understanding of the 
chemical nature of cellular systems, 
both structurally and functionally, and 
the processes required for cell survival. 

 
 

To provide for different learning styles a variety of assessment tasks are used.  
For each course of study tasks are selected from: 

 Practical 

 Investigation (fieldwork, research and reports) 

 Extended Response 

 Test  

 Examination 
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ATAR CHEMISTRY 
 

 
What is ATAR Chemistry all about? 
Chemistry is the study of everything that takes up space and has mass (Matter). The 
Chemistry course is designed to facilitate the achievement of five outcomes.  

 Investigating in chemistry (practical work); 

 Structure, properties and uses of materials (atomic structure and bonding); 

 Interaction and change (chemical reactions); 

 Problem solving (chemical calculations); and Chemistry in action (biological, 
environmental and industrial applications). 

 Chemistry is a highly desirable course for many university science and 
engineering related courses. 

 

Who should select these units in Year 11? 

 You enjoy working with numbers. 

 You are interested in a science based career like mining, medicine, 
environmental studies. 

 You want to use Chemistry as a University entrance course. 

 Though not a prerequisite for most courses you may wish to study at 
university, the chemistry background in year 11 is more often than not 
beneficial in most science based career pathways. 

 To study year 11 Chemistry, it is recommended that students should be 
achieving B grades or better in Mathematics and Science.  

 
Students wanting to select ATAR Chemistry will need to have successfully passed 
the Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment (OLNA) in Year 10 or prequalified by 
achieving Band 8 or higher in the Year 9 NAPLAN. 
 

Pathway 
Upon successful completion of these units, students would progress to study 
Chemistry in Year 12. 
 

Areas of Study 
 
UNIT 1 – Chemical fundamentals 

 Structure of materials  

 Bonding 

 Properties of materials  

 Reactions  
 Calculations involving 

reactions 

UNIT 2 - Molecular interactions and 
reactions 

 Acids and bases  

 Applied chemistry  

 Organic Chemistry 

 Further reactions 

 

To provide for different learning styles a variety of assessment tasks are used.  
For each course of study tasks are selected from: 

 Practical, Science Inquiry and Investigations 

 Assignments and Extended Response 

 Tests and semester examinations 
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ATAR HUMAN BIOLOGY 
 

 
What is ATAR Human Biology all about? 
This course gives students a chance to explore how the human body works, the 
origins of human variation, population genetics and reproduction. Through their 
investigations, students research new discoveries that increase our understanding of 
human dysfunction – what happens when things go wrong. Students investigate the 
body systems through practical activities including mammalian heart dissection, rat 
reproductive system dissection and extracting DNA from fruits. Students learn to 
evaluate risks and benefits and make informed decisions about lifestyle and health 
topics, such as diet, alternative medical treatments, use of chemical substances and 
the manipulation of fertility.  
 
Who should select these units in Year 11? 
Students who enjoy learning about the human body and are interested in a career in 
a science related discipline including; medical, paramedical, nursing and 
physiotherapy. 
 
Students wanting to select ATAR Human Biology will need to have successfully 
passed the Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment (OLNA) in Year 10 or 
prequalified by achieving Band 8 or higher in the Year 9 NAPLAN. 
 
Pathway 
Successful completion of these units will enable students to progress to Human 
Biology Units 3 & 4 in Year 12. Subjects that could combine well with Human Biology 
are Biology, Chemistry, Psychology and Physical Education. 
 

Areas of Study 
 
UNIT 1 – The Functioning Human 
Body 

 Analyse the structure and 
function of body systems 
including respiratory, circulatory, 
excretory and musculoskeletal 
systems. 

 Examine the relationships 
between different body systems. 

 Effect of lifestyle choices on body 
functioning. 

UNIT 2 – Reproduction and 
Inheritance 

 Examine the reproductive 
systems of males and females 

 DNA and cell reproduction 

 Human reproduction including 
STI’s, pregnancy and birth 

 Inheritance and Punnett squares 

 Analyse the effects of the 
environment on gene expression 

 
To provide for different learning styles a variety of assessment tasks are used.  
For each course of study tasks are selected from: 

 Science Inquiry: Practical and Investigation 

 Extended Response 

 Tests 

 Examination 
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ATAR PHYSICS 
 

 
What is ATAR Physics all about? 
Physics is a fundamental science that explains the amazing natural phenomena that 
occur in the universe. In this course, you will collect, analyse and interpret primary 
data through some interesting experiments and investigations and use it together 
with secondary data to learn about models, laws and theories. These include the 
kinetic theory model, the atomic model, electromagnetic theory and the laws of 
classical mechanics. 
 
You will learn about the unifying concept of energy in preparation for the study of  
more sophisticated phenomena including Quantum Theory, Theory of Relativity and 
the Standard model and how old theories and models are refined and new exciting 
ones are developed. 
 
Who should select these units in Year 11? 
Students that enjoy working with simple Geometry and Algebra and interested in a 
career in areas of engineering, renewable energy generation, communication, 
development of new materials, transport and vehicle safety, medical science, climate 
change and exploration of the universe. 
 
Students wanting to select ATAR Physics will need to have successfully passed the 
Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment (OLNA) in Year 10 or prequalified by 
achieving Band 8 or higher in the Year 9 NAPLAN. 

 
Pathway 
Upon successful completion of these units, students would progress to ATAR 
Physics in Year 12 and complete Units 3 and Unit 4. They can use the skills gained 
to work towards a range of careers that directly require physics or where logical skills 
learn in Physics are required such as science, engineering, medicine and 
technology. 

  

Areas of Study 
 
UNIT 1 – Thermal, Nuclear and 
Electrical Physics 
Investigate energy production by 
considering heating processes, 
radioactivity and nuclear processes, and 
investigate energy transfer and 
transformation in electrical circuits. 

UNIT 2 – Linear Motion and Waves 
Describe, explain, predict linear motion 
and investigate the application of wave 
models to sound phenomena. 

 

 
 
To provide for different learning styles a variety of assessment tasks are used.  
For each course of study tasks are selected from: 

 Experiments 

 Investigations 

 Evaluation and Analysis 

 Tests 

 Examinations 
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What is ATAR Integrated Science all about? 
The Integrated Science ATAR course enables students to investigate science issues 
in the context of the world around them. It incorporates aspects of Biology, 
Chemistry, Geology and Physics, and can also include less traditional areas, such as 
Forensic Science and Biotechnology. Integrated Science encourages students to be 
questioning, reflective and critical thinkers about scientific issues. Students apply 
their scientific knowledge in areas such as vehicle safety and driving, personal 
lifestyle choices, the management of water resources, environmental issues 
associated with biodiversity and conservation, and sustainable use of energy. 
Students develop a range of practical skills and techniques through investigations 
and fieldwork in context, and use scientific evidence to make informed decisions 
about scientific issues. 
 
Who should select these units in Year 11? 
For those who wish to develop their inquiry skills in a science context, for those who 
are critical thinkers and have a desire to understand the world around them. 
 
It is recommended that students wanting to select ATAR Integrated Science to have 
successfully passed the Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment (OLNA) in Year 
10 or prequalified by achieving Band 8 or higher in the Year 9 NAPLAN. 
 
Pathway 
Students will be able to further their knowledge by completing Integrated Science in 
Year 12. They can use the skills gained to work towards a range of careers that 
require investigative skills and research skills. 
Subjects that could combine well with Integrated Science are Biology and Human 
Biology. 
 

Areas of Study 
 
UNIT 1 – Driver Safety and Hearing 
Students investigate and describe the 
nervous system, reflexes, factors that 
affect reflexes including drugs and 
alcohol, how reflexes and other factors 
impact on the stopping distance of 
vehicles, how vehicles are designed 
safely, the behaviour of sound waves 
and how we hear and interpret sound. 

 

UNIT 2 – Biodiversity and 
Conservation 
Students examine the diverse number 
of ecosystems and human impact on 
these ecosystems as well as 
measures taken to conserve and 
restore ecosystems. 

 

To provide for different learning styles a variety of assessment tasks are used.  
For each course of study tasks are selected from: 

 Investigation  

 Extended Response 

 Test  

 Examination 
 
 

ATAR INTEGRATED SCIENCE 
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ATAR ACCOUNTING & FINANCE 
 

 
What is ATAR Accounting and Finance all about? 
In our ever changing world, a basic knowledge of business has become a life skill. 
We all use some level of accounting knowledge in our day to day lives; dealing with 
money, paying bills and keeping records for our personal taxation. 
The Accounting and Finance ATAR course aims to make students financially literate 
by creating an understanding of the systems and processes through which financial 
practices and decision making are carried out, as well as the ethical, social and 
environmental issues involved. It helps students to analyse and make informed 
decisions about finances. 
 
Who should select these units in Year 11? 
Accounting and Finance is designed for students who have a special interest in 
business studies and in the management of financial resources. According to the 
Australian Government careers website, average weekly earnings for those in the 
financial sector are often 20% higher than many occupations.  
 
It is recommended that students selecting Accounting and Finance should have 
achieved a C grade in Year 10 Mathematics and successfully passed the Online 
Literacy and Numeracy Assessment (OLNA) in Year 10 or prequalified by achieving 
Band 8 or higher in the Year 9 NAPLAN. 
 
 
Pathway 
You can work for any size business straight from school or go to TAFE or university 
and complete: 

 Certificate III in Bookkeeping and Accounts (Clerical) 

 Certificate IV in Financial Services leading to entry to University. 
Completing Accounting and Finance (ATAR) provides an excellent ground for the 
first year Accounting unit at University. 
 

Areas of Study 
 
Unit 1 - The focus for this unit is double entry accounting for small businesses. 
Students record and process financial information using the double entry system and 
apply the principles of Goods and Services Tax (GST).  
 
Unit 2 - The focus for this unit is accrual accounting. Students apply financial 
systems and principles to the operations of businesses, distinguish between cash 
and accrual methods of accounting, prepare and analyse financial reports for a 
variety of business organisations.  
 
To provide for different learning styles a variety of assessment tasks are used.  
For each course of study tasks are selected from: 

 Response (Tests) – 40% 

 Investigations (Projects) – 10% 

 Examinations – 50% 
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ATAR APPLIED INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
 

 
What is ATAR Applied Information Technology all about? 
The Applied Information Technology ATAR course provides students with the 
knowledge and skills to use a range of computer hardware and software to create, 
manipulate and communicate information in an effective, responsible and informed 
manner. Students develop an understanding of computer systems; the management 
of data; and the use a variety of software applications to investigate, design, 
construct and evaluate digital products and digital solutions. Students investigate 
client-driven issues and challenges, devise solutions, produce models or prototypes 
and then evaluate and refine the developed digital product and solution.  
 
Who should select these units in Year 11? 
Students who enjoy learning about all things related to technology and would like to 
develop theirs skills in the area. 
 
Students wanting to select Applied Information Technology – ATAR should have 
successfully passed the Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment (OLNA) in Year 
10 or prequalified by achieving Band 8 or higher in the Year 9 NAPLAN. 
 
Pathway 
The course offers pathways to further studies and a range of technology-based 
careers, and a set of skills that equip students for the 21st century and give them an 
appreciation of the impact of information technology on society. Should students 
successfully complete this course, they will be able to enrol into Applied Information 
Technology – ATAR Year 12.   
 

Areas of Study 
 
UNIT 1 – Media Information and 
Communication Technologies 

 Elements & principles of Design 

  Hardware components and 
purposes of various computer 
systems 

 Copyright ACT 1968 

 Various digital and graphic file 
analysis 

UNIT 2 – Digital Technologies in 
business 

 Compression of files & 
techniques for minimisation  

 Concept of computer networking 

 Privacy ACT 1988 

 Digital Divide 

 Animation 

 
To provide for different learning styles a variety of assessment tasks are used.  
For each course of study tasks are selected from: 

 Projects (40%) 

 Tests – Short answer & Extended Answer (30%) 

 Examination (30%)  
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What is ATAR Computer Science all about? 
The Computer Science ATAR course focuses on the fundamental principles, 
concepts and skills within the computing field, and provides students with 
opportunities to develop problem-solving, practical and technical skills that will assist 
them to understand the roles of developers and users. The underpinning knowledge 
and skills in this course are practically applied to the development of computer 
systems (databases) and software (programming), and the connectivity between 
computers, peripheral devices and software (maintenance and networking). 
 
Who should select these units in Year 11? 
There are no pre-requisites for this course. While studying computers in lower school 
is advantageous, it is not required.  
 
Pathway 
Successful completion of these units will enable students to move onto Computer 
Science Units 3 & 4 in year 12 and continue into fields of Computer Science, 
Database Management and Programming.   
 
 

Areas of Study 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To provide for different learning styles a variety of assessment tasks are used.  
For each course of study tasks are selected from: 

   Project (40%) 

   Theory Test (20%) 

   Practical Test (10%) 

   Examination (30%) 
 
 
 
 
 

UNIT 1 – Developing 
computer-based systems 
and producing spreadsheet 
and database solutions 

 System Analysis and 
Development – project 
management, system 
development 
methodologies, data 
flow diagrams and 
computer hardware 
components 

 Managing Data – 
spreadsheets and 
relational databases 

UNIT 2 – Developing computer-
based solutions and 
communications 

 Developing Software – 
software, programming 
languages and software 
development lifecycle.  

 Programming – control 
structures, errors, data 
validation, algorithms and 
programming a solution. 

 Networks and 
Communications – types & 
hardware, protocols and 
security 

ATAR COUMPUTER SCIENCE 
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PRACTICAL COURSES 
 

 
What is ATAR Visual Art all about? 
In the Visual Arts ATAR course, students engage in traditional, modern and contemporary media and 

techniques within the broad areas of art forms. The course promotes innovative practice. 
Students are encouraged to explore and represent their ideas and gain an awareness of the role 
that artists and designers play in reflecting, challenging and shaping societal values. The Visual 
Arts ATAR course allows students to develop aesthetic understandings and a critical awareness 
to appreciate and make informed evaluations of art through their engagement of their own art 
practice and the work of others. 
 
Who should select these units in Year 11? 
Students with a strong interest in the arts; those who enjoy both the practical and theory of the 
arts are encouraged to select ATAR Visual Art. Students wanting to select ATAR Visual Art will 
need to have successfully passed the Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment (OLNA) in 
Year 10 or prequalified by achieving Band 8 or higher in the Year 9 NAPLAN. 
 

Pathway 
Upon successful completion of these units, students would progress to Unit 3 (Commentaries) 
and Unit 4 (Points of View) in Year 12. ATAR Visual Art is a course for students wishing to 
pursue Art or Design at TAFE or University. 
 

Areas of Study 

To provide for different learning styles a variety of assessment tasks are used.  For each 
course of study tasks are selected from: 

 Written and Oral Investigations 

 Art Making and Portfolio 
 Analysis and Examination 

 
 

 

ATAR VISUAL ART 
 

UNIT 1 – Differences 

 Students consider differences arising from 
cultural diversity, place, gender, class and 
historical period in their art making and 
interpretation. 

 Students explore ways of collecting, 
compiling and recording information and 
documenting thinking and working practices. 

 Students explore approaches to drawing 
and develop awareness that each artist has 
his or her particular way of making marks to 
convey personal vision. 

 Students use a range of media to examine 

how visual language and media choices 

contribute to the process of conveying 

function and meaning, and communicate 

ideas.  

   Use critical analysis frameworks to analyse 

artwork from different points of view. 

UNIT 2 - Identities 

 Students explore concepts or issues related 
to personal, social, cultural or gender 
identity in their art making and interpretation. 

 Students develop a personal approach to 
the development of ideas and concepts, 
making informed choices about the 
materials, skills, techniques and processes 
used to resolve and present their artwork. 

 Students build understanding that art may 
give form to ideas and issues that concern 
the wider community and can be utilised to 
challenge preconceived ideas. 

 Investigate others’ visual arts practice to 
make connections and inform the 
development and production of own artwork. 

 Further develop critical analysis frameworks 
to analyse artwork from different points of 
view. 
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ATAR PHYSICAL EDUCATION STUDIES 
 

 
What is ATAR Physical Education Studies all about? 
The focus of this course is on providing students with a greater understanding to the 
development of the whole person. Students will develop an understanding of improving 
performance in physical activities through the integration of theory and practice. The course 
focuses on the relationship between biomechanical, physiological, motor learning and 
coaching and psychological influence on individual and team performance. Selected study of 
physical activities reinforces written and oral learning experiences.   
 
Who should select these units in Year 11? 

 You currently play competitive sport 

 You are interested in how the body moves and functions 

 You would like to complete ATAR Physical Education Studies Unit 3 & Unit 4 in Year 
12. 

 You interested in post school pathways in the sport, leisure and recreation industries.   
 
Students wanting to select ATAR Physical Education Studies will need to have successfully 
passed the Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment (OLNA) in Year 10 or prequalified by 
achieving Band 8 or higher in the Year 9 NAPLAN. 
 
Pathway 
Upon successful completion of these units, students would progress to ATAR Physical 
Education Studies Unit 3 and Unit 4 in Year 12 in preparation for post school pathways. 

 

Areas of Study 
 
UNIT 1  

 Developing skills and tactics 

 Classification of motor skills 

 Processes of coaching specific skills 

  Use of musculosketal system 
structures in the production of 
movement 

 Structure and function of the 
respiratory and circulatory system 

 Observation, description and 
analysis of biomechanical 
movement 

 Physical capabilities and influences 
of energy systems to improve 
performance  

 Mental skills required and strategies 
used to manage stress motivation 
and concentration. 

 

UNIT 2  

 Developing skills and tactics 

  Effective instructing and coaching 

 Characteristics of skeletal muscles 
and their relationship to the 
production of movement 

 Muscle action and joint movement 

 Newton’s laws 

 Body types 

 Biomechanical principles relating to 
motion 

 Principles of training, training types 

  Components of fitness 

 Motivation and arousal levels and 
their influence on performance  

To provide for different learning styles a variety of assessment tasks are used.  For 
each course of study tasks are selected from: 

 Written response – In class written assessments and external examinations 

 Written investigations – Written research assessments   

 Practical Performance – Practical assessments and on selected physical activities 
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What is it about?  
The Health Studies ATAR course focuses on the study of health as a dynamic quality of 
human life. The influence of social, environmental, economic and biomedical determinants of 
health is a key focus of the course. Other course content includes the influence of beliefs, 
attitudes and values on health behaviour, and the importance of self-management and 
interpersonal skills in making healthy decisions. Using an inquiry process, students draw on 
their knowledge and understandings of health concepts and investigate health issues of 
interest. Through this process, they develop research skills that can be applied to a range of 
health issues or concerns. 
 
Who should select these units in year 11?  
Students with an interest in the health sector, this course will prepare students for career and 
employment pathways in a range of health and community service industries. Students will 
have the opportunity to develop key employability and life skills, including communication, 
leadership, initiative and enterprise. Inquiry skills will equip students to adapt to current and 
future studies and work environments. Students wanting to select ATAR Health Studies will 
need to have successfully passed the Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment in year 10 
or prequalified by achieving band 8 or higher in year 9 NAPLAN.  
 
Pathway 
Upon successful completion of these units, students would progress to Unit 3 and Unit 4 in 
Year 12 ATAR Health Studies. ATAR health Studies is a course for students wishing to 
pursue study in the fields of Health and community services at TAFE or university. 
 
 

Areas of Study  

 
To provide for different learning styles a variety of assessment tasks are used.  For each 
course of study tasks are selected from: 

 Inquiry – students plan, conduct and communicate the findings of health inquiry 

 Project – students explore ideas and manage components of the task  

 Response – students apply knowledge and skills to analyse and respond to stimuli 
and prompts  

 Examination 

 

 

ATAR HEALTH 
 

Unit 1  

 Health promotion and the elements of 
the Ottawa charter  

 Determinants of health  

 Health literacy and the factors 
influencing the use of health products 
and services  

 Social and cultural norms, the 
influence of personality, 
communication and working with 
others  

 Planning health inquiry, using a range 
of resources and presenting 
information in an appropriate format 
for target audiences.  

Unit 2  

 Impact on personal and community 
health status of determinants of 
health.  

 Community development  

 Jakarta declaration on Health 
Promotion 

 National strategic framework for 
chronic conditions  

 Preventative health strategies  

 Beliefs, values and attitudes towards 
health and the impact the media has 
on health.   


